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Program	Notes	
Magnificent	Mountain	was	commissioned	by	the	Classical	Mandolin	Society	of	America,	to	be	
performed	at	their	2019	national	conference	in	Bloomington-Normal,	Illinois.	The	piece	was	
inspired	by	a	trip	I	made	to	the	Smoky	Mountains	in	June.	As	I	was	going	up	one	of	the	
mountains	with	my	son	it	was	amazing	to	watch	the	landscape	change.	At	certain	points	it	
looked	very	mysterious	because	of	the	way	the	the	clouds	surrounded	the	mountains.	At	other	
times	the	landscape	looked	very	grand	and	magnificent	when	the	sun	came	through	the	
clouds.	The	music	was	composed	to	reflect	these	different	moods	and	changes	in	character	
throughout.		
	
	
Performance	Notes	
For	the	mandolin	family	instruments:	any	note	a	quarter	note	or	longer	should	be	played	as	
tremolo.		
	
Mandolin	I	and	II	parts:	mm.	29-47	and	mm.	147-164	eighth	notes	played	as	tremolo.	
	
	
	
Special	thanks	to	Dr.	James	Bates	for	making	this	happen!	
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